
  
 
 T H E  E W I N G  P U B L I C  S C H O O L S  

  

The Ewing Public Schools 
Providing a Foundation for Life 

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT DISTRICT ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES 
Michael Nitti, Superintendent  Ext. 1102 2099 Pennington Road, Ewing NJ  08618 
mnitti@ewingboe.org   Phone 609-538-9800    Fax 609-538-0041 
 www.ewing.k12.nj.us  
 
 
IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
March 1, 2020 
 

The Ewing Schools Announce 2020 Educators of the Year! 
 

The Ewing Schools is proud to announce the district’s recipients of the 2020 Governor’s Educator of Year awards. 
Each year, the New Jersey Governor’s Educator of the Year Program recognizes outstanding classroom teachers or 
educational service professionals who make a difference within their schools.  Historically, recipients of the award 
are lauded for their ability to inspire students of all backgrounds and abilities, demonstrate leadership and 
innovation in and outside of the classroom, and garner the respect of students, parents, administrators, and 
colleagues. 
 
Ewing High School’s Governor’s Educator of the Year is Ms. Lauren Wood! 
 
This year, Ewing High School’s Governor’s Educator of the Year selection committee chose an outstanding master 
educator who works every day to meet the needs of students, Ms. Lauren Wood!   

Ms. Wood received her Bachelor of Science degree in Special Education from 
Bloomsburg University, her Masters’ in Education from Holy Family University and a 
Masters’ (+30) from LaSalle University. 

Ms. Wood started her career at Fisher Middle School and officially joined the Blue Devil 
family in 2011 as a Special Educator and Reading Specialist.  Ms. Wood has co-taught 
across several disciplines with many teachers to provide support services to students 
and serve as a resource to her colleagues.  These disciplines include Math, English, 
Family & Consumer Sciences, Visual Arts, and the Life Skills Program.  Ms. Wood is also 
an active member the Ewing High School’s I&RS Committee as she strives to assist 
students in need and also part of the Ewing Township Education Association. 
 

Aside from her role as classroom teacher, Ms. Wood volunteers countless hours on the weekends and after-school 
working to ensure that her students have access to as many events and activities as possible.  To name a few, Ms. 
Wood serves as the Rotary Interact Club advisor, helps organize the EHS POAC Autism Walk team in honor and 
memory of FMS teacher and friend, Ms. Lauren Tenaglia, assists with the Unified Sports Program and Special 
Olympics, and attends and supports various athletic and performing arts events.  
 
EHS Principal Mr. Chmiel stated, “Ms. Wood is one of the best educators I have worked with in my career. Her 
dedication to the students is exemplary, performance in the classroom outstanding and she’s a wonderful person. 
Ms. Woods is an excellent selection as EHS Teacher of the Year.” 
 
Fisher Middle School’s Governor’s Educator of the Year is Mrs. Paula Hessinger! 
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Mrs. Paula Hessinger has been selected as Fisher Middle School's recipient of the Governor's Educator of the Year 
Award for the 2019-20 School Year.  Mrs. Hessinger has been with the Ewing Public Schools for over five years, 
with more than fifteen years in the field of education.  She is currently a Special Education Teacher at Fisher 
Middle School. 

Mrs. Hessinger obtained her Bachelor of Science/Bachelor of Arts from Shippensburg 
University in Pennsylvania and received her Special Education Certificate through the 
College of Saint Elizabeth. 

Mrs. Hessinger is known to be a skilled and dedicated educator, working tirelessly to 
incorporate unique learning experiences to meet the needs of all her students.  
Additionally, she inspires all her students, always setting them up for success by 
cultivating a positive classroom culture. 

Mrs. Hessinger has served Co-Advisors for Yearbook and S.O.A.R. Club and Supplemental 
Support for the after-school clubs including Title I initiatives. 

“Mrs. Hessinger is an extraordinary educator who inspires hope and imagination in all of her students,” FMS 
Principal Dr. Hanna stated. “Her influence extends beyond the classroom and she is an asset to the Ewing 
Community who always demonstrates caring, respect, integrity, and leadership inside and outside of the 
classroom.” 

Antheil is very proud to announce Mrs. Nina Hartigan as their 2020 Governor Educator of the Year! 
 
Mrs. Hartigan is in her 17th year at Antheil.  She taught 3rd grade for 10 years and is currently in her 6th year as an 
Early Intervention Specialist Math Teacher. While teaching identified EIS students or students of any ability, Mrs. 
Hartigan inspires students with personal connections, support and clear expectations. 
 

Mrs. Hartigan received her Bachelor of Arts in Liberal Arts-Elementary and Early 
Childhood concentration at Villanova University.  Mrs. Hartigan earned her Masters in 
Education-Mathematics, Grades K-5 at Walden University and her MEd-Reading 
Specialist degree from Holy Family University. 
 
Mrs. Hartigan employs a creative approach to helping all students learn. She is known 
for her innovative approaches for helping students overcome challenges and achieve in 
math.  There isn’t a struggle that Mrs. Hartigan couldn’t help in some progressive, 
outside-of-the-box way, making math something that all students could understand. 
One of Mrs. Hartigan’s well known quotes is “Math is for everyone!” demonstrating 
what she believes about teaching ALL students. Mrs. Hartigan brings an exciting 
creativity and clever toolbox of ideas to each classroom she enters. 

 
Mrs. Hartigan has participated in professional book clubs, and taken advantage of professional development 
learning opportunities through district workshops and online training. Mrs. Hartigan is the recipient of countless 
EPEF grants over the years, providing funding for Reflex Math and Sumdog online programs and other math tools 
to keep students engaged with technology. She takes time outside of the school day to research and apply for 
these grants. 
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 “Mrs. Hartigan is an incredible teacher who helps all students succeed,” District Supervisor Don Wahlers 
commented.  “She is a teacher-leader in the classroom and across the district.  She has been a guiding influence 
who has positively impacted and has improved our K to 5 instruction in all of our schools.” 
 
Lore Elementary School’s Governor’s Educator of the Year is Mrs. Fernanda Vieira!  
 
Mrs. Vieira joined the Lore School family in 2014 and is entering into her 7th year as an ESL teacher.  Mrs. Vieira 
obtained her Bachelor of Arts in English and Portuguese Languages from Pontificia Universidade Catolica, Sao 
Paulo, Brazil.  She then received her Master’s in Education in Teacher of English as a Second Language from The 
College of New Jersey.  
 
Mrs. Vieira started her career teaching English as a Foreign Language in Campinas, Brazil. 
She is a teacher-leader and student advocate at Lore School, where students, families 
and staff often seek her knowledge and wisdom. Students think of Mrs. Vieira as fun, 
understanding, and helpful, and staff describe her as inspiring, supportive, and 
enthusiastic. One staff member said, “Fernanda inspires students of all backgrounds and 
abilities to learn. She cares for them, as well as their families, as she teaches them a new 
language, information about the school, and how to be the best students they can 
possibly be.”  
 
Principal Kawalek shared, “Mrs. Vieira is a dedicated educator and advocate for her 
students, some of whom are attending public school in the United States for the first 
time. Her determination to make a difference in the lives of her children, to support families by connecting them 
to community resources, and to educate staff about culture and diversity make it clear why she was nominated to 
be and selected as Lore’s Educator of the Year.”  
 
Parkway’s Governor’s Educator of the Year is Mr. Eric Thomas!  
 
Mr. Thomas began teaching in Ewing Township in September of 2009.  In his 11 years with Ewing Township 
Schools he has spent six of those years at Parkway School and five of them at the O’Brien Academy. 
Mr. Thomas received his Bachelor of Arts from Rider University in Early Elementary Education/Psychology. 
 

While at the O’Brien Academy, Mr. Thomas created a student mentoring program, 
produced the play “Journey to Birmingham” and organized an afternoon workshop 
where FMS students were invited to meet with entrepreneurs to discuss future goals 
and also arranged for motivational speaker Eric LeGrand to present at an assembly at 
FMS. 
 
While at Parkway School, Mr. Thomas has facilitated an EPEF-funded, afterschool, 
poetry and music student workshop and performance, created the Panther Percussion 
Ensemble, brought the author Rashad Malik to discuss the process of becoming an 
author and illustrator.  He invited and arranged for guest speaker Scott Green during 
Black History Month to speak to students about his brother (Ernest Green) who was 

one of the original Little Rock Nine.  The Little Rock Nine were a group of nine black students who enrolled at 
formerly all-white Central High School in Little Rock, Arkansas, in September 1957.  
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A quote that Eric uses to inspire his students is, “I will boldly face my fears and cast away any self-doubt because I 
am as majestic as a pyramid and I have many reasons to shout!” 
 
Mrs. Harris principal of Parkway School stated, “Eric Thomas is the quintessential teacher-mentor. From sharing 
his interests as a musician and a passion for the visual and written word, Mr. Thomas puts himself out there to his 
students to help them understand that learning and success is a life-long project.”    
 


